When is it safer to say nothing? Some considerations on biases in sampling.
In nursing research, once one has a solid design, one has still to think about-.a sampling strategy and implementation. Too often, the paraphernalia of inferential statistical reasoning is inappropriately deployed when the achieved sample can in no way be claimed to represent the drawn sample. Given the traditionally low rates of response in most nursing research (usually well under 90 per cent, and often unknown), there is a danger that perfectionist counsels would lead to an end to serious research. In this paper, Laurence Moseley and Donna Mead argue that such a nihilistic position is not necessary and that, instead, researchers should tailor their inferential analyses to the demands of any particular study. They argue that for many purposes, simple computations of both maximum and minimum population estimates are both defensible and useful.